
 

C hristmas is a season for celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ.  
For many, it can also be a reminder of painful family dy-

namics and memories.  I’m reminded of difficult stories I’ve 
heard from those who have come to WGA over the years.  With 
those in mind, I want to discuss the topic of forgiveness with sen-
sitivity. 
 Scripture admonishes us to forgive.  In fact, our own 
forgiveness is often tied to our act of obedience in this area.  “For 
if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Fa-
ther will also forgive you.” Matthew 6:14, “And when you stand 
praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive him, so that 
your Father in heaven may forgive you your sins.” 
Mark 11:25 
 There are times when forgiveness is a one-
time, package deal, and we are able to move on without 
a second glance.  A minor car accident is a good exam-
ple of this.  If someone rear-ends me while I am sitting 
at a stop sign, I have clearly been wronged.  Barring no 
long-term physical injuries, I will not really think much 
about the accident after my car is repaired.  Of course, 
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the act of forgiveness may still be chal-
lenging in these instances, especially if it 
connects our emotions to other times we 
have been treated unjustly. 
 
There are other times when forgiveness 
requires more from us.  It is difficult to 
forgive some things, especially when 
restitution is not available or possible.  
Twenty dollars taken from your purse or 
wallet is easily forgotten, if noticed at all.  
Other victimizations, such as abuse or 
rape, bring ongoing consequences.  For-
giving may be more of a process for a 
person who has experi-
enced these types of things, 
as new costs are revealed 
over time. 
 
Recently, I was in a disci-
pleship counseling appoint-
ment with Mary Heathman 
and one of WGA’s minis-
try participants (we meet 
with people in pairs).  The 
topic of forgiveness came 
up and Mary used the fol-
lowing example.  “If I were 
to leave the room for a few 
minutes,” she said, “and 
when I came back, I real-
ized that Roger had stolen $5 from my 
purse while I was out, that would be easy 
to forgive.  I might not leave my purse 
alone with him again, though.”  She went 
on, “If later that day, I realized that 
Roger had actually taken $50 from my 
purse, I would feel the sting a bit more.  
Now I won’t be able to eat out like I was 
planning to this week.  I have to forgive 
Roger for more than I originally 
thought.”  She finished with, “If at some 
point, I realize that Roger also found the 
$500 in my purse that I had set aside for 
my mortgage payment, I am really going 
to have to scramble to pay my bills on 

time.  I may have to borrow some money 
from a friend.  Forgiving Roger for that 
will be even more difficult.” 
 
First, let me reiterate that it was only an 
example.  For all you “opportunists” out 
there, keep your eyes and hands off of 
Mary’s purse!  She doesn’t actually carry 
that much cash with her.  Secondly, your 
purses are safe with me! 
 
The reason I like Mary’s illustration is 
that it paints a clear picture of the cost to 
forgive.  You can’t get much more spe-
cific than dollars and cents.  It also 

shows how she would have 
to forgive again as new in-
formation surfaces.  When 
she forgave for the $5 theft, 
she had no idea what she 
would later find out.  At the 
point where her story ended, 
she would likely find herself 
a little anxious about what 
else might come to the sur-
face later on.  Would she 
find out later that I had sto-
len even more from her? 
 
This is the dilemma that 
many of us face, particularly 
when something precious, 

such as our innocence, has been robbed 
from us.  We can forgive a person for 
what we know about so far.  We can 
commit to forgiving what we do not yet 
know, but we will still have to feel the 
loss as the ripples continue to impact our 
lives. 
 
If a man or a woman is sexually abused 
as a child, he or she may find that they 
are able to forgive the person who 
abused them.  Carrying the weight of 
shame that comes from abuse is a big 
burden, which can cause bitterness and 
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resentment to build.  While these feel-
ings may seem justifiable, they are also 
poisons to a person’s well-being.  One of 
the definitions of the word forgive is “to 
cease to feel resentment against.”  For-
giveness is the act of letting go of the 
burden of resentment. 
 
When a person decides to forgive, can 
they forgive what they do not know yet?  
Over time, more consequences may 
arise.  A woman who was abused as a 
young girl may go though a process of 
forgiveness in her early twenties and 
fully mean it.  In her early 
thirties, she may realize 
that she is ending yet an-
other relationship with a 
man, because she is un-
able to trust.  She is afraid 
of letting a man close 
enough to hurt her.  At 
this point of realization, 
she is faced with letting 
the old resentments and 
bitterness sweep her away, 
or she can choose to for-
give, with a clearer picture 
of what her abuser has 
cost her. 
 
As I mentioned before, I 
believe we need to commit to forgive, 
even knowing that more consequences 
may surprise us later.  Making this com-
mitment early on in our process will 
help us to approach the new revelations 
with a healthy perspective: God is on my 
side, and I don’t need to carry the bur-
den of resentment. 
 
Our wounds matter to God.  He is our 
Savior and wants us to forgive so that 
we can live beyond our woundedness.  
But He is also our healer and knows 
what it takes to really heal.  God is not 

like the leaders that the prophet Jeremiah 
referred to when he said, “They dress the 
wound of my people as though it were 
not serious. ‘Peace, peace,’ they say, 
when there is no peace” (Jer 6:14; 8:11).  
God knows that sometimes a serious 
wound must be carefully probed and 
cleansed; He knows that some injuries 
must not be covered over quickly, but 
need to heal from the inside out.  Is it 
possible, then, that complete forgiveness 
may also evolve in layers as well? 
 
Perhaps this is part of what Christ meant 
when He said the following:  "If anyone 

would come after me, he 
must deny himself and take 
up his cross daily and fol-
low me. For whoever 
wants to save his life will 
lose it, but whoever loses 
his life for me will save 
it" (Luke 9:23-24). 
 
It seems the Lord is telling 
us that as we follow Christ, 
taking up daily the “cross” 
of our  burdens and pains 
as they unfold before us –
He will show us the cost as 
we are able to bear it.  He 
will take our willingness to 
forgive and help us through 

the process, forgiving and forgiving and 
forgiving again, until all is finally for-
given! 
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W hen I began attending WGA, 
I was intrigued by some 

things the leaders said and wrote. What 
stood out most was Mary Heathman’s 
concern that some leaders seemed too 
concerned about outcomes and goals 
for healing. I wondered, “What’s so 
bad about looking for certain results 
and setting goals to mark our pro-
gress?” As I prayed and continued 
thinking, I realized one problem is this: 
my healing and everything that makes 
my life a success is ultimately in God’s 
hands, not mine!  I think I'm in control; 
I think I have ‘veto power’ on what 
God wants to do, with a focus is on me, 
not God! Knowing that where ideas 
lead can be more problematic than the 
ideas themselves, I had to agree with 
Mary’s wise concern. 
 
 How does this all relate to sexuality? 
Is there really any form of sexual bro-
kenness that is disconnected from our 
desire to be in control, to do things our 
way, to trust self and not God? If I de-
fine healing to mean that I’m a married 
heterosexual passionately in love with 
my wife, I would miss God’s best in 
my life, if that doesn’t include mar-
riage. 
 
 I can also be looking for things to hap-
pen in my own time and way and ig-
nore God’s desires to work character 
into my life. What I can so easily miss 
is that God may have very good pur-

poses He accomplishes by healing my 
broken sexuality slowly, through a long 
process. 
 
How often was it true in biblical times 
that when people prospered they forgot 
God? Couldn’t God be saying in my 
sexual brokenness, “Son, this is for 
your good. I want you, through this 
problem, to see and love people as they 
are, not as you want to look at them.” 
I’ve seen many examples in my own 
life where God challenges me to look 
beyond a person’s appearance to their 
heart, to work hard to find the best in 
someone else as I also strive to see and 
show the good in me. 
 
Most important, and something subtle 
many Christians overlook, God wants 
to rid us of every form of pride, 
whether it shows up in our sexuality, 
our knowledge, our looks, or anything 
we think might make us superior to 
other people. Is it really that illogical 
that God could use broken sexuality to 
break my pride, to cure me of looking 
down on any other human being, but 
instead to appreciate my own humanity 
as something precious to Him? Any 
time I demand that God heal me now, 
instead of being patient with His time 
and plans, I’m really saying that I want 
to be in control and that I know better 
than He does how things should work 
out in my life. I have the same problem 
with programs that give steps but don’t 
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give place for God to move as He 
wishes in someone’s life. 
 
If I want God to deal with lust in my 
life, I must include the lust for power, 
the lust for control, the lust for making 
myself perfect apart from God, all of 
which disgust Him just as much as bro-
ken sexuality. It’s a huge blow to my 
pride to accept anything God chooses 
to send my way, without anything 
more than, “Not my will, but yours be 
done.” In short, I must let go of the 
ridiculous idea that I call the shots in 
my life, not God. 
 
So, if God can use my broken sexual-
ity, or anyone else’s, to drive us face-
down to the foot of the cross to cry out 
for His forgiveness, mercy and love, 
isn’t that far better than simply being 
healed now? Don’t misunderstand me; 
if God wishes to heal me right now, 

and that’s His plan, I’m not going to 
stand in His way. I’ll welcome that 
healing with open arms and great joy! 
But if my suffering and slow, gradual 
healing of broken sexuality brings Him 
more glory, why can I not greet this 
with the same kind of rejoicing that the 
other elicits? 
 
And if God can receive more honor 
from my being single and giving my 
love to friends, family and community, 
must I argue with His purposes? The 
bottom line, I think, is that my sexual-
ity can glorify God, whether I am mar-
ried or single, completely healed or 
mending slowly, successful or strug-
gling in whatever measures mankind 
uses to judge me. As long as I’m grow-
ing in my love for others, especially 
God, I am pleasing Him. What could 
possibly be so bad about that? 
 

(God’s Plans continued from page 4) 

 

A  question I’ve been asking lately, 
“Do you want to live a life of ho-

liness?” often gets an initial response 
something like, “Define holiness.”  The 
conversation then moves into a discus-
sion of the meaning of the word and we 
never get back to whether a life of holi-
ness is really desired.  But one thing I 
know—holy living is an important topic, 
well worth passionate discussion.  I can 
tell because just mentioning it raises the 

intensity of the conversation, if not the 
temperature in the room! 
 
 In last month’s article, I said that I 
wanted to write a bit about walking in 
holiness, what that really looks like for 
me and for WGA group members.  As 
the time for writing came about this 
month, I launched into a top of my head 
treatment and ran into a snag.  Just as in 
the conversations mentioned before, it 
seems that the definition of holiness, at 
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least as I understand it, is a prerequisite 
to my saying anything credible on the 
subject.  And to set us back further, holi-
ness isn’t easy to define.  So, in the inter-
est of starting my article on solid footing, 
I took a look to see what Scripture and a 
few reference books say to help us un-
derstand holiness. 
 
According to Easton’s Bible Dictionary, 
“Holiness in the highest sense belongs to 
God.” Webster’s also offers a few 
thoughts in defining holiness:  “(1) The 
state or quality of being holy; perfect 
moral integrity or purity; freedom from 
sin; sanctity; innocence; (2) The state of 
being hallowed, or consecrated to God or 
to his worship; sacredness;  synonyms 
for holiness are:  piety; devotion; godli-
ness; sanctity; sacredness; righteousness .  
When I turned to definitions for 
“sanctified” and “sacred,” I found that 
these words carry with them a sense of 
being separated, set apart for the pur-
poses of God. 
When we turn to Scripture, we read of 
the holiness of God in familiar passages. 
“I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high 
and lifted up;  . . . heavenly hosts sing-
ing,  ‘Holy, holy, holy, is Jehovah of 
hosts: the whole earth is full of his 
glory” (Isa 6:3-4), and “Who will not 
fear you, O Lord, and bring glory to your 
name? For you alone are holy” (Rev 
15:4). 
 
A final helpful resource quoted Charles 
C. Ryrie, who defines holiness, "In re-
spect to God, holiness means not only 
that He is separate from all that is un-
clean and evil, but also that He is posi-
tively pure and thus distinct from all oth-
ers" (Ryrie, 1986, p. 38). 
 
Okay!  That’s what holiness means when 

it is describing or referring to God.  But 
what does that have to do with you and 
me, who are not God? 
 
The connection is simple—I can explain 
it with one breath-taking, mind-boggling 
passage of scripture:  “But just as he who 
called you is holy, so be holy in all you 
do; for it is written: ‘Be holy, because I 
am holy’"  (1Peter 1:15-16).  This New 
Testament verse is quoting Leviticus 
19:2, where the Lord was telling Moses 
to “speak unto all the congregations of 
the children of Israel, and say unto them, 
ye shall be holy; for I Jehovah your God 
am holy.”  
 
God’s people are to live a life of holi-
ness—it is His mandate!   
 
It’s starting to become a bit uncomfort-
able about now.  Just to be sure I haven’t 
misunderstood this Scripture, I look fur-
ther and find: 
For he chose us in him before the crea-
tion of the world to be holy and blame-
less in his sight   (Eph 1:4).  
  
. . . .rather he must be hospitable, one 
who loves what is good, who is self-
controlled, upright, holy and discipline  
(Tit 1:8). 
 
 . . . .let us purify ourselves from every-
thing that contaminates body and spirit, 
perfecting holiness out of reverence for 
God  (2Cor 7:1). 
  
  . . . .to put on the new self, created to be 
like God in true righteousness and holi-
ness (Eph 4:23,24.)  
 
I could go on to convince myself further, 
or to convince you, but I’m going to as-
sume from this point on that God is holy, 

(Holiness Mandate continued from page 5) 
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and those of us who are Christ-followers 
are mandated to live a life of holiness.  
Let’s just sit with that a few months and 
see what the Lord will do with our 
hearts, shall we? 
 
In the rest of this article, I will offer my 
thoughts on the importance of holiness.  
In the next two months, I will write about 
the impossibility of holiness and the 
journey of holiness. 
 
It has been my observation and experi-
ence that the crucial importance of holi-
ness is most easily and powerfully under-
stood in its absence. A couple of illustra-
tions will explain. 
 
When I was in the fourth grade, I eagerly 
learned about the major food groups and 
that proper nutrition and washing hands 
before eating was necessary for healthy 
growth of minds and bodies.  Then there 
entered the sudden absence of purity 
(holiness).  I found out somewhere, that 
there was an acceptable or safe level of 
insect parts in the flour we bought from 
the store.  “Acceptable” and “safe” lev-
els of insect parts would be baked into 
my birthday cake and biscuits and gravy?  
I was so grossed out I couldn’t eat any-
thing with flour for . . . ; well, I remem-
ber the grossed out part, not how long it 
took me to accept a lower standard of 
purity in my food! 
 
Another illustration comes from a ser-
mon my pastor gave a few years ago.  He 
was talking about holiness and told the 
story about loading his backpack for a 
trip into a canyon for a few days of fly 
fishing.  He said that each item that went 
into his pack had to be very important; 
space was limited, and he didn’t want to 
carry any more weight than necessary.  
He had been given a water purifier that 

weighed a pound, which after careful 
consideration he decided not to take.  
After all, he had never had any problems 
before with the water in this area. 
 
However, . . . . . .  in light of the severe 
consequences of a bug he picked up in 
that water, his attitude toward the purifier 
changed!  On the next trip it went into 
the backpack first, and he considered it 
the lightest item in his pack. 
 
The FDA approved levels of insect parts 
in food are not likely to take us down.  
The consequences of drinking unpurified 
water are much more serious.  But nei-
ther holds a candle to the consequences 
of living life without holiness; that is 
another matter entirely. 
 
God is holy and we too are to be holy.  
According to the writer of Hebrews, "we 
may share in His holiness" (Heb 12:10), 
and He calls us "to be holy; without holi-
ness no one will see the Lord" (Heb 
12:14). 
 
 I think I’ve made my point for now.  
Being holy as God is holy is a mandate 
for Christ- followers; and the conse-
quences of life without holiness are very 
serious. 
 
I hesitate to leave the conversation at this 
point, because it isn’t the whole story.  
We all know the impossibility of perfect, 
holy living, and that there is His grace.  
But let’s just leave it there for now.  It 
will be good for us to ponder the holiness 
of God and our part in living holy lives! 
 
 
Ryrie, C. C. (1986).  Basic Theology. 
Wheaton: Victor Books.  
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December 19th:  WGA Christmas Celebration 
 
January  2nd:  Intercessory Prayer.  Join us from 
7:00—9:00 am at the WGA offices 
 
January 16th:  WGA presenting at a volunteer 
training for HIV CareLink  
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November  
 

 At a Glance 
November 10th:  Roger and Mary did a 
presentation for the staff of Open Door 
Fellowship 
 
November 19th:  WGA Pastor Training Event 
 
November 22nd:  WGA men’s event 
 
 

Thursday Night Group 
 

November 5th:  34 
November 12th:  37 
November 19th:  43  
November 26th:  No Group 
 
 
 

Orientation meeting:  4 

December 
 

 And Beyond 

Financial 
 

 Update 
2009 Income and Expenses 
 

Actual Income (thru Nov.)                $209,901 
Actual  Expenses (thru Nov.            $233,267 
YTD Loss                                             $23,366 
 
Please join us in prayer for WGA’s Finances. 


